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= PIFFA is a proactive organization
providing education for families, school
personnel, public servants and
community members in partnership with
local professionals and
educators. Through our networking
strengths we educate and empower
parents to facilitate positive school and
community experiences.
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What is an advocate?

Webster dictionary:
One that pleads the cause of another before
a tribunal or judicial court. One that
defends or maintains a cause or proposal to
plead in favor of.

What is an advocate? (cont)

Family Resource Center For Disabilities (FRCD):

*  Helping parcnis help themselves

*  Building confidence so parents are able to help themselves

+ Providing necessary tools for appropriate decisions and appropriate action

»  Informing parcnts of their rights

= Analyzing a problem and stating options available to resolve a problem

+  Providing assi in Tocating iate services

+ Bringing parents and groups together for mutual support and action
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action

*  Helping parents go through appropriate channels whenever possible to get
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Aty Presmtsten - .

What is an advocate? (cont)

PIFFA:

» Empower parents to understand their child’s needs
to access the proper education and services in
order to help their child lead the most independent
life possible.

 Maintain a positive relationship with your child’s
team and work toward their best interest.

To Advocate Effectively

*» Build a relationship with the school

~ Communication is key. Have a communication sheet
between you and the teacher/team.

~ Share/Give material about your child’s disability and
any conferences you attend.

— Volunteer to help in the classroom, PTO, copying,
activities (be part of your school community)

— Remember to thank your team.







